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Recent Methods in the Diagnosis and Treatment of Syphilis. 
(The Wassermann Reaction and Ehrlich’s Salvarsan, 
"G06.”) By C. H. Browning, M.D., Lecturer on Bacteri¬ 
ology in the University of Glasgow, and Ivy McKenzie, M.D., 
Director Western Asylums’ Research Institute, Glasgow. 
Pp. 303. Philadelphia and New York: Lea & Febiger, 1912. 

This book deals exclusively with the Wassermann reaction, 
salvarsan treatment, and the effect of the treatment on the indi¬ 
vidual and his scrum reaction. Itis the most detailed study of the 
syphilis reaction that has so far appeared in English. The basic- 
principles of hemolysis, specific and non-specific absorption of 
complement, and the theories of the Wassermann reaction are 
briefly and clearly analyzed. The preparation of each reagent 
with the sources of fallacy incident to them and their quantitative 
differences arc studied. Crude antigen extracts are compared ns 
to their antigenic power, with pure lipoids or mixtures of cholesterin, 
testing them in the presence of the same serums, both syphilitic 
and normal. 

Because of the importance of the reaction in diagnosis, treat¬ 
ment, and prognosis, the emphasis upon the physicochemical 
factors entering into and influencing the reaction are strongly 
emphasized. The effort of these workers to introduce a technical 
modification in the line of greater accuracy deserves much con¬ 
sideration. Their method permits a balanced study of the various 
antigens and shows: (1) The amount of complement absorption: 
(2) the delicacy of the various antigen mixtures to weakly reacting 
syphilitic serums, and (3) the greater uniformity of a lecithin 
cholesterin mixture as an antigen. 

To the clinical application of the tests no undue space is allotted. 
The importance of the reaction being now generally admitted, 
the results of most of the workers is briefly reviewed, with the 
suggestion of some possible clinical problems. 

The second half of this work is restricted to the therapeutic agent 
salvarsan. The history of the brilliant experimental and chemical 
work which develojicd rapidly after the recognition by Ehrlich and 
Berthein of the chemical constitution of atox.vl, is fully given 
together with a description of the chemical constitution of the 
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drug salvarsan and of the changes occurring during its prcpnratioi 
for injection, 'flic effect of this drug in the treatment of al 
forms of syphilis and parasyphilis and those few other condition: 
in which it has been used are described with many examples and a 
full review of the literature. The ordinary and accessory after¬ 
effects with a conscientious collection of details in the fatal cases 
so far recorded, have led to the conclusion that, even in those eases 
in which the drug could be held ns the determining factor in the 
death, the contraindications so often emphasized, were present. 

The book is clearly and convincingly written, most of the import¬ 
ant theories and studies of the reaction are stated anil critically 
examined. The importance of the renction both for diagnosis and 
for the result of treatment is accentuated in every possible wav 
and the need of methods of greater accuracy emphasized. The 
sincerity of the work is felt throughout and the concise summaries 
at the end of each chapter arc of distinct value. E. P. C. W. 


IIkai.tii and Medical Inspection of School (’iiiu)hkn. By 
Walter S. Cornell, M.I)., Director of Medical Inspection 
of Public Schools; Philadelphia; lecturer on Child Hygiene, 
I'nivcrsity Hospital; Director of Division of Medical Bescnreh, 
Xew Jersey Training School for Feeble Minded. Pp. (>14; 
20(1 illustrations. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Company, 1912. 

Preventive medicine must necessarily deal directly with 
the young for only by checking up anil treating the beginning 
defects and diseases of children can we hope to develop stronger 
and more healthy adults. Cornell has made a valuable con¬ 
tribution to the science of preventive medicine in the present 
volume. Heretofore, parents or family physicians either from lack 
of knowledge or carelessness overlooked the minor ills of children 
until the latter were more or less incapacitated by them. Municipal 
authority is now wisely endeavoring to do this neglected work by 
means of school inspection, visiting nurses, and by public lectures 
and exhibits. The results of this systematic supervision of the 
health of our school children will be far reaching in the improve¬ 
ment of the general health of the community. 

The author has been a pioneer in this work and the present 
volume is bused on his six years experience as a medical inspector 
and the study and examination of over 35,000 children. 

In the first division of the work the subject of medical inspection 
is taken up from various stand|Niints. This discussion is thorough 
and complete and contains many useful criticisms of the present 
methods with suggestions for their correction. In the second 
division under the heading Hygiene, the subjects of illumination, 



